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By SARAH WATKE

b Press-Gozette Staff Writer

St. Vincent Hogpital’s decision to build a -

Targe parking ramp has angered Beilin Hospi-
fla;.ledofﬁmals because of the way it was han-
j St. Vincent ofﬁcmls say they don’t under-
stand Bellin’s position.

+  St. Vincent said in press releases last
weekend it would build a ramp expected to

serve 1,500 cars, It saxd the location is still-

undetermmed

- David McKee,' St. Vincent assistant ad- )
ministrator, said -Wednesday' St. Vincent .

iconsiders its proposal a solution for the en-

itire medical corridor, not just for St, Vincent.
Size and locatmn still Aren’t decided, he -

'said, although a'lot on Van Buren between
‘Porlier and Eliza streets is one possibility.

Donald Gaetz, administrative assistant st

‘Beﬂin, said the hospital looks on St. Vin-

 Parking Ramy

cent s press releasa-' ‘a5 a hreach of faith.

He acknowledged that St. Vmcent Ad-
-mainistrator Ted Jamison phoned Bellin: Ad-

ministrator Daniel Smith to snnounce “the

unilateral demswn. It was announced tous a -

few hours before.”

But Gaetz said the phone call came as
shock, especially in view of discussions at a
meeting Feb. 28. Since the phone call, Bellin.
has learned all its information from the news
media, he complamed

. “You can’t wiggle through the space be— :
tween the walls of the two hospitals. It seems -

sirange that St. Vmcent found it unpoSmbie
to communicate with vs,” . .
“I'm net opposed to a ramp., Bellin |
said for months a parking ramp wag th %
tion and St. Vincent has been unable, ;
even in principle until last wee ;
Clyde Crabb, the city dn'ector of pubhc
works, had called the Feb. 28 meeting. Bellin
re_sp,ond_ed to say it was committed to negoti-
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ating but dissatisfied that past "discussions .

were producing no solution.

McKee said St: Vincent still plans to go to
the next meeting prepared to discuss location
and financing with the others. He said 'the
miutual agreement Feb, 28 also called for
“each party to come with some possible solu-
tion at’the next meeting, This is our pro-
posal,” he said.

McKee said St. Vincent really had hoped

"the Feb. 28 meeting ¢ould be postponed be-,

cause its plans weren’t-firm.
* When you hive a joint problem and

need a joint solution, you don’t necesarily

have to have-joint risk,” said McKes. “Be-

" cause of what we feel the future holds, we are

willintg o take the nsk and not share it with

* the city, hospitals. , ."” McKee said.

“If you were going to build a ramp with
mutual access to patierts, employees and
visitors, would you build ‘it there: (on Por-
lier)?;” Gaetz asked. “[t'is hardly a common

or jomt solution if, mdeed that is the prop-

osed location.”
Ha said if 1,500 spaces are built there will
be no on-gtreet parking and everyone wl!l be

forced into the ramp.

St. Vineent officials note they weére, un-
wllhng to back a ramp until all other alterna-,,
tives wete exhausted. Their board agreed

that was the case after their effort to rezone -*
ati Allouez parking lot was re_]ected by the

Allouez Town Board.
Meanwhile, city officials. and ne:lghbnr-

_hood spokesmen had a “bagically positive”
reaction to 8t. Vincent's ramp plans simply
_because they think a ramp is needed. .

Paul - Willems, cstv administrative. assis-

“tant, saul “the mayors ofﬁce doesn thave a

position.”
He said the St. Vincent announcement

“wasn't a total surprise knowing they were

considering alternatives and had finally con-
cluded there was need for a parking ramp.”

R:cha:d Fllmgs “president of the Aator
Neighborhoad Association, said “We've béen
working three years to solve the parking
<problem. We're pleased with any sort of final

" decision that will improve the situation.”

"“The area of Astor’s concern would be
what it wilt look like and we'd like to be in-
volved in what the architectural struct\ure is
like. We don’t want it to distract.”

Astor 'Asgociation alsp expressed concern

 that St. Vincent is acquiring residential prop-

erty. “at the following locations: 900, 918 and

" 938 8. Van Buren and 721 Eliza stree

“We are also aware of several attempts by
St. Vincent and other medical organizations
te purchase property within the neighbor-
hood yet wall away from the present hospital

complex, The'continied failure of St. Vin- |

cent to reves! long-range planning policies
raises several questions as to the motives sind

. good faith of current hospztal pohcy mak-




